MAHATMA GANDHI AND RELIGION
them a unity expressing itself in a manifold diversity. If,
then, the unifying factor of religion be given the go-by and
a wall of separation be put up between tlfe secular and
the religious in life, then, according to Gandhi, religion
is made to abdicate its high position, is relegated to a back-
seat and ceases to perform its true function, the function
for which it exists.
Not only that; but activities that draw no sustenance
from the spiritual nature of man, but derive all their
energy and motive-power from the non-spiritual side of
man's composition, are bound, after running their allotted
course, to end in disaster and ruin. Therefore, says
Gandhi, to bolster up a materialistic civilization as a thing
of beauty and joy for ever is wilfully to blind oneself to
the doom which must inevitably overtake it. Therefore,
Mahatma Gandhi's declared verdict on modern civilization
is that it is 'A nine day's wonder', seeing that it must
inevitably decline and decay by the very law of its being.
Matter cannot sustain itself by itself ever so long. It can
only sustain itself by the power of the spirit and no civili-
zation boasting only of its material triumphs and glories
can stand the test of time.
The second thing to remember about Gandhi's religion
is, as will be seen, a mere corollary from the first. Not
only should secular activities be pervaded and permeated
by the spirit of religion; but Gandhi would seek in a way
to wipe out the distinction between the secular and the
religious. For, according to Gandhi, if we are to be truly
religious, we must not feel that our daily lives could be
split up into two separate categories which either anta-
gonize one another, or pursue parallel paths. In other
words, Mahatma Gandhi points out, if we have to live our
lives, our living must be truly religious, not only at core,
but also, and for that very reason, at every point on its
wide circumference. That is to say, the moment an
activity gets divorced from religion or is relegated to a
separate or subordinate category, that very moment, one
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